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rpHE favourite recollection of my life as a soldier is the 1     coup de main on the fortress.   It was a bold operation, in which I was able to fight just like any soldier of the rank and file who proves his worth in battle,
At the outbreak of war I was Brigade Commander at Stras-burg. For a long time I had been on the General Staff and latterly, from March, 1904, to January, 1913, with only one short interval, in the Operations Department, of which I was then Chief. There I gained an insight into our preparations for war and the relative strength of the opposing forces. My principal work was strategic concentration, the directions for which were given by the Chief of the Staff himself.
The scheme of deployment which was inaugurated in August, 1914, was conceived by General Count von Schlieffen, one of the greatest soldiers who ever lived, It was based on the assumption that France would not respect Belgian neutrality or that Belgium would join France. On this assumption the advance of the German main forces through Belgium followed as a matter of course, Any other plan of campaign would have been crippled owing to the danger from Belgium to the German right flank, and would have precluded a quick and decisive blow at France, which was essential in order to meet in time the great danger of a Russian invasion into the heart of Germany. In the assumed military situation, as countless war-games had abundantly demonstrated, an offensive against Russia, with simui-
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